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European successor states must contrive to effect a reconciliation
with their ex-vanquished neighbours and peers.
At the moment, Dr. Benes's speech of the 25th April seemed to
have given the coup de grace to an Italian project that was already
apparently moribund; for the damping effect that had been produced
by the guarded attitude of the British and the French towards Signor
Mussolini's draft, and by the hostile attitude of the Poles and the
peoples of the Little Entente, had been accentuated by a general
turn for the worse in the proceedings of the Disarmament Conference
at Geneva and in the relations between Germany and the rest of the
World. Logically, this unfavourable trend of international affairs
was a justification of Signor Mussolini's thesis that some energetic
move—of the kind represented by the proposed Four-Power Pact—
was needed precisely at this moment in order to ensure in advance
against the risk of a breakdown at Geneva. In practice, the onset
of the malady increased the difficulty of applying the Mussolinian
remedy for it. This turn for the worse continued during the first half
of May, when the British attempt at Geneva to make headway with
the British draft disarmament convention was being obstinately
obstructed by the German representative at the Disarmament Con-
ference.1 But the air was cleared by Herr Hitler's speech of the 17th
May, in which he committed himself with impressive publicity and
solemnity to a policy of peace, in response to President Roosevelt's
peremptory challenge.2 When Herr Hitler's words in Berlin were
promptly translated into action at Geneva through the withdrawal
of the German delegate's obstructive amendments to the British
draft convention, the international tension relaxed sufficiently to
make it possible for the text of a Four-Power Pact to be initialled by
all the four Powers in question. At the same time, the document
that was initialled at Rome on the 7th June, 1933, showed more traces
of Monsieur Daladier's hand than of Signor Mussolini's.
The final text of the Four-Power Pact, as initialled on the 7th June,
1933, was a compromise between the original Italian draft and a
French counter-draft3 embodying the points laid down in the French
Government's April memorandum, as well as the points on which
the Little Entente Council had insisted. (The views of the Little
Entente had differed from the views of the French themselves in
emphasis rather than in substance.) At Prague, on the 30th May, the
French counter-draft was formally accepted by the Little Entente
1	See section (iii) (c) of this part of the present volume.
2	See p. 125 above and pp. 266-71 below.
3	For a synoptic view of the three texts, see locc. citt. on p. 209 above.

